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Since 1989, everyday life in Eastern Europe has transformed culturally, politically and economically by transitions to capitalism and democracy.  What, though, have these ‘post-socialist transitions’ meant for gender?  And what does gender mean for ‘post-socialist transition’?  Who is in transit, and where are they going?  In this course we address key concepts in gender studies and anthropology through an examination of the recent history of the post-socialist states of Eastern Europe. 

This seminar explores the recent and burgeoning field of interdisciplinary writing on gender in Eastern Europe from two basic perspectives.  On the one hand, we consider how forms of socialism and post-socialism, transition, democracy and capitalism have shaped gender relations in Eastern Europe in recent years.  On the other hand, we inquire into how writing on gender in Eastern Europe fits within activist networks, in order to critically engage their predicaments, possibilities, and complex relations to questions of state formation, power and governance.  

The three broad goals of the course are to understand the diversity that exists within and between countries that are grouped as part of the geographic entity called Eastern Europe; to provide an introduction to questions of gender and power in post-socialism; and to give students the opportunity to do a related hands-on research project of their choosing.

Requirements
The seminar will be run as a discussion.  Attendance and participation in discussions are required and will affect your final grade.  Reading should be completed before each class. 

During the course of the semester a number of short (two-page) assignments reacting to readings are required.  In addition, you will be asked to develop a research project in consultation with the instructor, leading to a research paper and an in-class presentation.  

Evaluation

Attendance and participation:  
30%

Reading  response papers:  

30%

Research paper:


30%

In-class presentation:


10%

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments or accommodations is welcome to speak with me during the first two weeks of class.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Students with disabilities will also need to contact Disability Support Services in the Ley Student Center, Rice University.

Required Texts:

Drakulic, Slavenka. 1991. How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed. New York: Harper Perennial.

Einhorn, Barbara. 1993.  Cinderella Goes to Market: Citizenship, Gender and Women’s Movements in East Central Europe. London: Verso.

Funk, Nannette and Magda Mueller, eds. 1993.  Gender Politics and Post-Communism. New York: Routledge.

Gal, Susan and Gail Kligman. 2000. The Politics of Gender After Socialism. New Jersey: Princeton University Press.
Gal, Susan and Gail Kligman, eds. 2000. Reproducing Gender: Politics, Publics and Everyday Life After Socialism. New Jersey: Princeton University Press.
True, Jacqui. 2003. Gender, Globalization, and Postsocialism: The Czech Republic after Communism. New York: Columbia University Press. 

Verdery, Katherine. 1996. What Was Socialism and What Comes Next? New Jersey: Princeton.

These readings are available for purchase online; They are also on reserve, along with the shorter readings and articles to be photocopied.

Weekly Themes:

Week 1, August 23:  Introduction and Overview

Section One:  Undoing The Cold-War’s Dichotomies

Week 2, August 30:  What’s in a region?  Engendering Socialism’s Aftermath

Week 3, September 6: Labor Day, No Class 

Week 4, September 13: Gendered Routines… Life Under Socialism
Week 5, September 20:  Regimes of Transition and of Representation

Section Two: Political Transitions, Gendered Consequences

Week 6, September 27: What’s right, who’s left, and has anyone seen the political “spectrum”?

Week 7, October 4: Double Burdens

Week 8, *Wednesday* October 13:  Trafficking and/in Violence

Week 9, October 18: Domestic space, families and violence

Section Three: Power, Gender and Emergent Movements

Week 10, October 25: Are all Posts alike?  Colonialism is to Communism as… 

Week 11, November 1: Geography of a Backlash
Week 12, November 8: Transnational Activism and NGOS 

Week 13, November 15: Women in Women in Women in: The politics of knowledge, writing, and masculinity’s relative silences
Week 15,  November 29: Importers Exporters? Civil Societies and Uncertain Citizenships
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